"RUNES" AND RUNIC REMAINS.              133

the most ancient times. For further connected ideas of the
word " amber " and the substance " amber " in relation to
magic and sorcery, and for the recurrence of the word
" amber " and its varieties in matters referring to the mys-
steries and the mythology generally of ancient times, the
reader will please to refer to other parts of this volume.

While excavations were in progress at a mound in Orkney,
described by Mr. John Stuart, Secretary of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland, on July iSth, 1861, numerous lines
of " runes " of various sizes were found on the walls and on
the roof of a large vaulted chamber in the earth. When the
discoveries were completed, the series of runes exceeded
700 in number; figures of "dragons and a cross" were also
cut on some of the slabs. There are many mounds of
various forms and sizes in this part -of Orkney, and there is
a celebrated circle of Druidical Stones on the narrow penin-
sula which divides the two lochs of Stennis.

Pliny says that the word " boa," for a snake, comes from
"bovine," because "young snakes are fed with cow's milk"
Here we have the unexpected and unexplained connection
of the ideas of "snake" and "cow." The whole subject
is replete with mystery, as well as the interchange of the
references to the " Cross " and the " Dragon " found in the
insignia of all faiths, and lurking amongst all religious
buildings.

On a Phoenician coin, found at Citium or Cyprus, and
engraved in Higgins's Celtic Druids^ p. 117, may be seen
a cross and an animal resembling a hippocampus^ both of
which, or objects closely similar, appear on ancient sculp-
tured stones in Scotland. The same two things, a cross
and a strange-looking animal, half mammal, half fish or
reptile, but called by Mr. Hodgson, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
a Basilisk, appear together on a Mitliraic sculptured slab of
the Roman period, found in the North of England. What
is more remarkable still, the " star" and " crescent," or
"sun" and "moon," also appear, the whole being enclosed
in what has been called the " Fire-Triangle/' or " Triangle
with its Face Upwards."